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Nathalie Guetermann was one of Ger-
many’s most popular television presenters 
and hosted Nathalie’s Lifestyle for more 
than 12 years. She is a descendent of one of 
Europe’s oldest and most affluent entrepre-
neurial families, whose threads, haber-
dashery and crafts products are household 
names in more than 80 countries. Espe-
cially “Gütermann’s Nähseide” (silk 
thread) is a world-wide brand, resulting in 
Nathalie being titled by Germany’s media 
as the “Silk Princess”. Now she has taken 
her role of travel and lifestlye presenting to 
a new level, as the editor-in-chief of www.
Thaizeit.de, Thailand’s largest travel web-
site for German speakers.

Born in New York, but raised in Ger-
many and Switzerland, travel was in Gue-
termann’s blood from an early age. As a 
television producer, presenter and travel 
journalist, Guetermann has experienced 
life on both sides of the camera, and her 
passion for travel has helped inspire her 
latest travel and lifestyle projects.

Totalprestige Magazine caught up with 
Nathalie Gueterman to learn more about 
www.Thaizeit.de, and what drives her as a 
businesswoman.

Tell us about your business.  
How would you describe it?

I’ve been called a “lifestyle ambassa-
dor” by some, and others tease me how I 
am always on the lookout for “the best of 
Thailand”. Well, for me, all this begins 
here in its capital Bangkok, and especial-
ly for all Thailand lovers, with the up-
coming launch of my new portal Thai-
land-Lifestyle.com. Under this umbrella 
I will offer a Bangkok box filled with 
cutting-edge tips, including my passport 

pocket guide to top-secret locations that 
no competitor will ever reveal, a VIP fast 
track immigration service at the airport, 
as well as carefully conceived lifestyle 
programs in collaboration with a luxury 
travel agency, designed to explore the 
kingdom’s genuine highlights even with 
little time to spare.

What led you to this business?
In a word: demand. Not a day would 

go by when I wouldn’t find a request in 
my inbox to divulge some of my ‘best of ’ 
destinations. “What’s cutting-edge in 
Bangkok, Nathalie?” “And what is the 
most deserted beach on your preferred 
island? Or, “what was the name of that 
new boutique hotel by the river in Chi-
ang Mai again?” Hindsight is always 
20:20, so Thailand-Lifestyle.com, in a 
way, really created itself.

How do you define success?
Success is driven by a fire that roars 

within each and every one of us. My de-
termination to succeed isn’t induced by 
riches, pomp, or prestige. In fact, its 
foundation is rooted in my very desire to 
give back, to share and make people hap-
py by creating dream vacations and un-
forgettable memories for them.

Were you ever influenced by other 
entrepreneurs?

Inspired is the word I prefer. I have 
been told that I am a quintessential opti-
mist and see rainbows in silver linings. 
As a writer and journalist, most of my 
days are blessed with a myriad of human 
interactions of many cultural back-
grounds and, given that travel is pretty 
much my life – I am naturally surround-
ed by inspiration, be that on a pictur-
esque beach at sunset or at a Buddhist 
temple during ceremony. I am very 
grateful for it.

What is the most challenging part 
of your work?

Covering a country with a megapolis 
and staying current with all events and 
novelties at all corners of the land is of-
ten daunting. But when my daily chal-
lenges are in balance with the prospects 
of creating real reward that money sim-
ply can’t buy by itself – lasting emotions, 
precious memories and fulfilled dreams 
– then it’s all put into perspective and 
any temporary disheartening or fatigue 
swiftly vanishes into thin air.

What was your most rewarding 
professional experience?

Where to begin… Perhaps being in-
cluded in the “300 most influential ex-
pats in Thailand” list by Tatler Maga-
zine? Especially since it came as a massive 
surprise out of nowhere…

We discuss today with Daniel Krauss, co-
founder and CEO of Giorgio Capone Collection 
GmbH based in Düsseldorf, Germany. An open-
minded company bearing a special responsibility 
for the planet and for manufacturing its products 
in an environmentally friendly way.

How is a day in your life?
I am grateful starting my day healthy and 

motivated. I experience every day as an oppor-
tunity to reach my personal goals. Business 
and family make my day.

Any hobbies?
Yes of course I have hobbies.
Next to my business “Giorgio Capone” and 

the world of fashion, I love being a pilot, flying 
small planes with family and friends.Sports 
with family and friends are always fun.

What makes you smile?
Good jokes and funny situations
What is your secret talent?
It`s a secret, as you mentioned (laughs)
What are you never without?
Positive thinking
Which historical figure do you most 

admire?
In general, all inventors and heroes who set 

the world on fire in a positive way
What scares you?
Politics and wars
What would you like your final meal to be?
Perfectly cut and roasted Steak and a glass of 

delicious red wine
What is your greatest achievement?
The best decision in my life was to be self-

employed and always run my own businesses.
What’s your favorite vacation spot?
In wintertime I love skiing with my family 

in Zermatt (Switzerland)
Mallorca (Spain) is a beautiful island to 

have good time in summer.

Daniel Krauss. Co-Founder 
and CEO of Giorgio Capone. 
Düsseldorf, Germany

What are three life memories you recall 
most frequently and why?

The birthdays of my three daughters
The best memory ever is to experience the 

birth of your child.
First Solo flight in a plane. Crazy Situation, 

there was no time to be scared. The instructor 
got out of the plane and left me alone on the 
runway before takeoff.

What tips can you recommend that 
you’d only share with friends?

It is not always easy to meet the right rec-
ommendation in your friend’s individual life 
situations. But in general it is important to re-
main true to yourself and to be authentic 
whatever you do.

Tell us about your business. How would 
you describe it?

As one of the founders of Giorgio Capone, 
I have experienced inspiring locations and in-
ternational lifestyle trends during my travels 
around Europe and America. As frequent trav-
eller I would have liked to have a shirt that is 
just right for all locations and occasions. A 
shirt that appeals to fashion-conscious men 
with international standards: high-quality, 
modern, individual, versatile and ethically 
sourced.

An idea was born. International designers 
with many years of experience are now work-
ing to make the cosmopolitan lifestyle a reality 
for our customers.

The collection includes various product 
lines and stands out because of its versatility: 
from casual to elegant, from business to trendy, 
from plain to colourful – the choice of designs 
is vast.

Who is your business targeting?
The fashion-conscious man who would like 

to wear shirts which are just right for all loca-
tions and occasions. And of course all women 
who would like to have their men looking ex-
traordinarily well dressed (smiles)

What sets you apart from your 
competition?

Flexibility & agility
Courage to start new projects with unique 

products and unconventional strategies
How do you find inspiration?
Communication with friends and business 

partners;Satisfaction and life balance are fun-
damental

What are your most immediate projects?
Lead Giorgio Capone to become a success-

ful international Fashion Label
Giorgio Capone always guarantees high-

quality raw materials and an innovative manu-
facturing process, which also meets the highest 
moral and ethical standards. All models are 
available in standard sizes and as a perfectly cut 
tailor-made shirt. We wish Daniel all the best 
in his future endeavors.

www.giorgiocapone.com

What do you have your sights set 
on next?

Finalizing my Bangkok Box and web-
site, due to launch in a few months; ini-
tially for the German market but with 
view to opening this up over time to a 
more global English-speaking audience.

How is a day in your life?
My first instinct is to say – busy, busy, 

busy! But I am aware we all lead busy 
lives. As I play back the events of every 
day – no matter if satisfactory or chal-
lenging – I become philosophical at 
times and am mostly filled with grati-
tude as I remind myself how lucky I am 
that ‘packaging’ my passion for life and 
Thailand might just inspire others to 
dare. I so hope there is truth in Paulo 
Coelho’s words: “Happiness is conta-
gious and will always manage to find a 
solution.”

Choose two of your favorite quotes 
and write them here

Oliver Wendell Holmes resonates 
nicely with me when he says: “The great 
thing in this world is not so much where 
we stand, as in what direction we are 
moving.” It embodies the acceptance of 
change. The other quote is above (Paulo 
Coelho), it’s what I aim to abide by. One 
of my favorite quotes is also this one: 
“Only the heart can see well, the essence 
is hidden from the eyes”. (Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry)

Any hobbies?
Every once in a while, I sneak away 

from my day-to-day, often at the invita-
tion of good friends, and play a round of 
golf or two in the stunning settings of 
Thailand’s golf courses. Don’t take it 
from me, but the secret’s out that some 
of them rank up there with the most de-
sirable in the world!

What makes you smile?
You may doubt that Bangkok is truly 

the City of Angels but like it or not, 
Thailand is definitely the Land of Smiles. 
People here smile a lot and if we believe 
science then smiles – even if faked or 
forced – always make for happier people, 
irrespective of whether you are giving or 
receiving a smile. And since smiling is 
said to be contagious, need you really ask 
what makes me smile…? Having said 
this, I also enjoy an intelligent joke or a 
charming real-life comedy.

What is your secret talent
It’s more of a secret wish really, and 

that is to be talented enough to write a 
book about my life one of these days.

What are you never without?
My laptop, and, I’m embarrassed to 

say, my Blackberry…I can’t live without 

Nathalie Guetermann. 
Travel and Lifestyle Expert. 
Bangkok, Thailand

real keyboards, what can I say!
Which historical figure do you 

most admire?
Sometimes we may not need history to 

identify a person that meant the world to 
us so I may disappoint, if I choose to ap-
point my late mother to be the subject of 
highest estimation and admiration.

What scares you?
I’d like to say ‘nothing ever’, but I am 

human so that would be a blatant lie. I 
am aware of the concept of fear and I 
hope it resonates with you when I say: 
“There is no benefit to succumbing to 
fear itself ”. Common sense is crucial. 
And most importantly – accepting that 
we’re imperfect as humans makes us per-
fect as we are.

What’s your favorite vacation spot?
Thailand, of course. In particular Koh 

Samui, the island that was once home to 
me and my young children. I know it 
like the back of my hand. It’s a dichoto-
my of experiences – from peace and qui-
et in the morning to hustle and bustle at 
night, unbeatable views from mountain-
ous peaks to secluded beaches, private 5* 
resorts to humming beach bar huts at 
sunset.

‘Best-kept secrets’ you’d 
recommend, and why?

Near Bangkok: 1. The temple-style 
“Sanctuary of Truth” on the seashore at 
Rachvate Cape (Chon Buri Province). 
It’s an all-wood building filled with hand 
carved Buddhist sculptures. Its creator, 
the late Khun Lek, wanted to use art & 
culture to reflect the Ancient Vision of 
Earth and Eastern Philosophy. 2. He 
also built “Ancient City” (Samut Prakan 
Province), dubbed as “the world’s largest 
outdoor museum”, yet hardly known to 
Bangkok visitors. The huge park is com-
parable to a Thailand-round journey 
within a day as it features 116 structures 
of Thailand’s most famous monuments. 
Most of them are life-size replicas of ex-
isting or former architectural attractions. 
Island Chic: Drinks at Koh Samui’s 
“Jungle Club” located at the highest 
point on a mountain, offering breathtak-
ing views over the ocean. If you like über 
luxury and seclusion then you’ll be well 
at home at Samujana Villas (on Samui), 
or at Kata

What are three life memories you 
recall most frequently and why?

Well, truthfully, as for any of my sig-
nificant life memories, I can promise 
there’ll be more than three, I’ll get right 
onto writing this book that I am hoping 
to have enough talent for…

www.nathalies-lifestyle.com


